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lessons overview
Lesson 1: Symphony No. 3 in E Flat, Op. 97 (Rhenish): 2. Scherzo 1

Lesson 2: Dichterliebe, Op. 48: 1. Im wunderschönen Monat Mai 3

Lesson 3: Piano Quintet in E Flat, Op. 44: 1. Allegro brilliante 5

Lesson 4: Biography, part 1—“A Day in the Life of Schumann” 7

Lesson 5: Biography, part 2—“A Day in the Life of Schumann” 8

Lesson 6: Kinderszenen, Op. 15 No. 7: (“Träumerei”) 9

Lesson 7: Carnaval, Op. 9, No. 5. (“Eusebius”), Adagio & No. 6. (“Florestan”), Passionato 10

Lesson 8: Review 11

Lesson 9: Piano Concerto in A Minor, Op. 54: 1. Allegro affettuoso  13

Lesson 10: Album for the Young, Op. 68, No. 10: (“The Happy Farmer”) 14

Lesson 11: Symphony No. 1 in B-#at Major, Op. 38, (“Spring”): III. Scherzo. Molto vivace 15

Lesson 12: End-of-Term Activities 16

course description

Students will receive an introduction to the composer Robert Schumann 
and his work. Over the twelve lessons, they will read a biographical 
sketch, narrate it orally, and be guided to listen and learn about eight 
piano pieces by Schumann. Home extensions include listening to more 
works by Schumann; entering him into the Book of Centuries; and 
optionally exploring more books, audio recordings, and videos about 
the composer. Older students are also assigned a longer biography to 
read and narrate.
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complete materials list

for class time
• CD player or digital audio player

• Music Study with the Masters: Schumann (Order one for the teacher.)

• Chalkboard with chalk or whiteboard with dry erase markers

• Art supplies and paper (crayons, colored pencils, and felt-tip markers)

• (optional) VIdeo clips from The Wizard of Oz movie

• (optional) Copies of page 19 and pencils for older students

for home extensions
• Music Study with the Masters: Schumann (Order one for each family.)

• CD player or digital audio player

• (optional) Map showing the Rhine River of Germany

• (optional) Internet-connected computer

• (optional) Crayons, markers, pastels, or paint

• Book of Centuries

• (optional) Paper and writing instrument
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Lesson 1: Symphony No. 3 in E Flat, Op. 
97 (rhenish): 2. Scherzo

materials needed
• CD player or digital audio player

• Music Study with the Masters: Schumann

• Chalkboard with chalk or whiteboard with dry erase markers

Introduction / 4 minutes
Invite students to close their eyes and imagine an early morning in a 
peaceful countryside. Ask: If you were to describe that scene in words, 
which words would you choose? If you were to describe that scene in 
colors, which colors would you choose? How would you describe that 
scene in music?

Presentation / 11 minutes
Explain that the piece students will listen to today is a musical 
description of an early morning on a river (the Rhine River) in a German 
countryside. Encourage them to listen carefully to how this composer 
described the scene with music.

Listen to Symphony No. 3 in E Flat, Op. 97 (Rhenish): 2. Scherzo on 
Disc 2, Track 2. Ask students what they noticed about this musical 
description, then use the Listen and Learn notes on pages 31 and 32 in 
the Music Study with the Masters: Schumann book to elaborate on their 
comments as desired.

Write “Robert Schumann” on the board. Read his name aloud and 
explain that he was the composer who wrote this musical description 
and whom they will be studying this term.

home extension: If desired, look on a map to locate the Rhine River 
in Germany between Dusseldorf and Cologne. See if you can find 
photographs of that scenic countryside on the internet. Invite your child 
to illustrate the peaceful country scene with crayons, markers, pastels, or 
paint as you play Symphony No. 3 in E Flat, Op. 97 (Rhenish): 2. Scherzo 
(Disc 2, Track 2).

Play music by Schumann throughout each week. The more the 
students hear it, the more familiar it will become.

date

tip If you have easy 

access to a piano in or 

near your class area, 

make arrangements for a 

student, parent, or local 

piano teacher to play a 

Schumann piece during 

Lesson 12. 
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note If one of your children is learning a Schumann piece in piano 

lessons and would be ready and willing to play it for the class during 

the last gathering of the study, let your class teacher know.
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