


















































For the beauty of the earth,
For the glory of the skies,

For the love which from our birth,
Over and around us lies;

Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.

—Folliott S. Pierpoint
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The Majesty of Motherhood

I n Proverbs 31 the clothing of the godly homemaker is of fine linen, and
it is purple. For centuries, this rare and expensive fabric dye has been

associated with royalty. To me, purple represents the Majesty of Mother-
hood.

Many Hats

A mother wears many hats. She is wife, nanny, nurse, cook, govern-
ess, taxi-driver, laundress, seamstress, gardener, and friend. Dear mother,
please add to your hats a crown. The day your child was placed in your
arms was your coronation day. Yes, while you were gazing into the face of
your precious little one, you were crowned queen. An essential aspect of
Mother Culture is understanding your high-ranking position. You were
crowned with authority by the Almighty God.

Queen Victoria
A biographer says of young Queen Victoria:

From the roots of her being she believed that Divine Providence
had called her to the throne and that, young and inexperienced
(she was eighteen years old) there could be no question about her
fitness for her task. It was God’s wish that she should reign. He
would support her.!

Do we have such confidence in our calling... from the roots of our
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being? It is God’s will that parents reign. In the home Father is king.
Mother is queen.2 What a big responsibility it is to reign! “Uneasy lies
the head that wears a crown,” says Shakespeare.3 And yet, “it is not open
to parents either to lay aside or to sink under the burden of the honor
laid upon them.”4 Because God’s love is the well-spring, and because it
is God’s mandate that parents reign, if we ask Him for more love and for
more wisdom, He gives it to us. Faithful Christians do not work alone.
They work in cooperation with God’s Holy Spirit. Their children are on
loan to them by God. Parents do not bring up children for their own glo-
ry, to do themselves proud or to look good. They work with God for His

glory.
Parents Hold Office

In America we are privileged to live in a constitutional republic. Yet,
we are over-saturated with the democratic way of thinking. Therefore, it
isn’t surprising when the notion of democracy slips into the home, where
it does not belong. A temptation hovers about a mother who is with her
children all day. The temptation is to be too buddy-buddy or palsy-walsy
with them. The more her authority dwindles, the more she succumbs to
their whims and whines. One of the fruits of home education is the close
relationship that develops between mother and child. It is valuable and
necessary for a loving, warm, home atmosphere. Rules only, without a
relationship of affection, sympathy, and understanding, invite rebellion.
But let’s look at the flip side. Relationship only, without rules, promotes a
weary life of chaos and friction. A child’s regular outspoken, soft-spoken
or even sly unspoken, “But I don’t want to” is a symptom of a household
that is democratic.

“It is perhaps a little difficult to maintain an attitude of authority in
these democratic days, when even educationists counsel that children be
treated on equal terms,” writes Charlotte Mason.> Therefore, it is import-
ant for us to remember: “The foundation of parental authority is that the
parents hold office.”®
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Under Authority

A Roman centurion believed Jesus could heal his terribly sick servant
from afar. Although such a thing hadn’t yet been demonstrated, he be-
lieved that all Jesus had to do was to say the word. The centurion under-
stood the chain of command, made up of positions of responsibility and
authority. Since God is the highest authority, He must have the power of
His high position. My husband Dean told me that “it is possible that this
centurion recognized more power in Jesus than in the Roman Empire.
Caesars were looked upon as being god-like. They had the power of the
sword, but they did not have the miraculous power to heal. The power
and authority of Jesus was unlike anything this Roman centurion had
ever seen.” Wow.

“For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I
say to one, ‘Go, and he goes, and to another, ‘Come, and he comes, and
to my servant, ‘Do this, and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he mar-
veled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one
in Israel have I found such faith.””

A mother trusts and obeys God because she is under God’s authority.
In turn, God crowns her with authority over her child. This is a chain of
command. Miss Mason writes these beautiful words about fathers and
mothers:

In the first place, they are the immediate and personal appoint[-
ments] of the Almighty King, the sole Ruler of men; they have not
only to fulfil his counsels regarding the children, but to represent
his Person; his parents are as God to the little child; and yet a more
constraining thought, God is to him what his parents are; [the little
child] has no power to conceive a greater and lovelier personality
than that of the royal heads of his own home; he makes his first
approach to the Infinite through them; they are his measure for
the highest.8
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Queen Elizabeth
“The greatest among you shall be your servant.”
—Matthew 23:11

A good queen does not put herself first. She is a servant-queen. She
serves while she reigns. Love, duty, and a degree of self-sacrifice have
taught the mother to anticipate the daily needs of those she serves. In
1999, during the celebration of entering a new millennium, a vast major-
ity of people voted Queen Elizabeth I of England a favorite person of the
2" millennium. At the time, I happened to be reading aloud to my chil-
dren from Queen Elizabeth and the Spanish Armada. I jotted down these
sentences. “It is not easy to be queen. But she was a queen, and so always
she must think first of her country and her people, before she thought of
herself.”9 Isn’t this what the mother does, as she serves the children of her
realm, in all the hundreds of little duties she carries out day by day?

The Mini Kingdom of Home
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your
father and mother (this is the first commandment with a promise), that it
may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”
—Ephesians 6:1-3

Children, too, have a part to play in this mini-kingdom of home. The
queen expects her subjects to faithfully serve her. Because Charlotte Ma-
son was British it seems apropos that she would be more familiar with
the characteristics of royalty than we Americans are. She said, “It is good
for the children to faithfully serve, honor and humbly obey their natural
rulers. Only at home can children be trained in the chivalrous temper of
proud submission and dignified obedience.”10

Oh, how I enjoyed answering my children’s requests for some treat or
screen-entertainment with a “Yes.” But often my answer was a thoughtful
“No.” I remember saying to my young children, after I had already said
“No,” and they were teasing me to say otherwise, “The queen has spoken.”
Children will stop teasing or whining when they see it brings them no
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satisfaction. As they mature, they grow to understand that your authority
is wise and just.

If You Are Good You Will be Happy
So many of the theories of bringing up children focus on amusing a
child enough to keep him perpetually happy. Miss Mason says that many
parents

are content, believing that if he is happy he will be good; and it
is so to a great extent; but in the older days the theory was, if you
are good you will be happy; and this is a principle which strikes
the keynote of endeavour, and holds good... through... the whole
of life.... The child who has learned to ‘endeavour himself’ [to do
what is right] (as the Prayer Book has it) has learned to live.1!

A pleasant atmosphere of home rests upon a foundation of authority,
when both parent and child accept the dignity of their positions. Miss
Mason says, “The presence of the slight, sweet, undefined feeling of dig-
nity in the household is the very first condition for the bringing-up of
loyal honourable men and women, capable of reverence and apt to win
respect.”12

A Spiral Effect

While a mother builds a happy home, her leadership has a spiral effect.
Like a pebble dropped in a pond, her leadership sets in motion ever-wid-
ening circles. Rather than society influencing the home, it ought to be the
Christian home influencing society. Righteousness brings beauty of char-
acter. Character creates harmony in the home. Harmony in the home
brings order to civilization, which makes peace on earth. This must be
what is meant by “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.”
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Q. How does the image of queen help you to understand your respon-
sibility and position of authority?

0N U R W
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