


The Stuff They Left Behind
From the Days of Early Modern

Use these beautiful photographs of artifacts and architecture either before you read from a living history book, to create 
interest in a time period, or after you read, to clarify and elaborate on what was read. The leading thoughts and discussion 
questions below will give you some ideas, but be careful to allow plenty of time for careful looking and encourage students 
to share their own observations and make their own personal connections.

Cantino Planisphere
Biblioteca Universitaria Estense, 
Modena, Italy

Explorers were 
discovering unknown lands all over the globe at the 
dawn of the 1500s. This Portuguese nautical chart 
attempted to show the results of those explorers’ 
expeditions. Which continents (or partial continents) 
can you find?  What do you notice about how the 
lands are depicted? 

If you look closely, you will see a bold line from 
top to bottom that cuts through the portion of South 
America that had been discovered at that time. That 
line (the meridian of Tordesillas) marks an agreement 
that Spain made with Portugal: any land discovered to 
the east of that line would belong to Portugal; land to 
the west would belong to Spain (Castile).

Compare this world map with a world map of 
today. What did the Early Modern mapmaker get 
right? What information was he missing? 

Globe Theatre
London, England
Photo Credit: Tohma

Perhaps you have read or seen 
some of Shakespeare’s plays, 
such as A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream or Twelfth Night. This is a 
reconstruction of the theatre in 
which Shakespeare’s company of 
actors presented his plays. What do 
you notice about the stage area? How might the parts 
of this stage be used for an indoor scene? an outdoor 
scene? 

Often the actors would mingle with the audience 
and stand in different seating areas to deliver their 
lines as well. Look carefully at the seating areas. What 
do you notice about them? What is missing? Why do 
you suppose that is so? 

Taj Mahal
Agra, India
Photo Credit: Dhirad

What kind of building do 
you think this is? The Mughal 
emperor, Shah Jahan, had it built 
to honor his beloved wife and house her tomb. Can 
you tell what it is made of? The Taj Mahal features 
materials from all over India and Asia: white marble 
from India, jasper from Pakistan, jade and crystal from 
China, Lapis lazuli from Afghanistan, turquoise from 
Tibet, and sapphire from Sri Lanka.

Compare the left side of the picture to the right 
side. What do you notice? When one side of a building 
looks like a mirror image of the other side, it is called 
symmetrical. The Taj Mahal is symmetrical in both its 
structure and its decorations. 

In this portfolio you will also find a picture of St. 
Basil’s Cathedral, which is asymmetrical. Compare the 
two buildings. What do you think asymmetrical means? 

Pascal’s Calculator
Musée des Arts et Métiers  
in Paris, France
Photo Credit: Rama

Blaise Pascal’s father 
supervised the taxes in his city. As you can imagine, 
much of that job required math calculations. So to 
save time and effort, Pascal invented this arithmetic 
machine (sometimes called the Pascaline). It’s about 
the size of a sheet of notebook paper folded in half 
the long way. It can add and subtract; and it will 
even carry a double-digit answer to the next place 
value. Look closely. How large of a number do you 
think it can calculate? Though you cannot multiply 
on it directly, how might you be able to perform a 
multiplication calculation with it? 
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